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Embracing the Journey

Meet Wendy: psychologist, 
professor, author, community 
leader, world traveler, wife, 

mother. She’s also a Guiding Eyes 
graduate and member of the 
Guiding Eyes board of directors.

Seattle resident Dr. Wendy S. David 
has been a clinical psychologist for 30 
years, with much of her career focusing 
on veterans’ struggles with PTSD as 
well as visually impaired clients through 
the Department of Services for the 
Blind. Wendy, who came to Guiding Eyes 
in 1988 as an experienced guide dog handler, was 
recently paired with her fifth Guiding Eyes dog, a 
black female Labrador named Okra. 

“I truly believe that Guiding Eyes for the 
Blind’s dogs are the soundest, healthiest, 
smartest, happiest, and best dogs I have 
encountered, thanks to the amazing breeding, 
raising, and training efforts reinforced at every 
level of the dogs’ lives.”

Wendy and her husband, Larry, also a 
Guiding Eyes graduate (read more about Larry 
on Page 4), are avid cross-country skiers who 
participate in events for skiers with vision or 
mobility loss. Wendy also enjoys tandem bicycle 
riding, dragon boat paddling, taking long walks 
with her guide dog, and traveling in the United 
States and around the globe. She attributes 

her adventurous nature and even 
her professional success to having 
guide dogs. “I wouldn’t have had the 
confidence to attend and navigate 
the University of Washington’s 
huge campus, work in large and 
diverse hospital settings, travel 
the world, or remain as physically 
active without the companionship, 
expert guidance, and trust of these 
special dogs. They bring so much joy, 
dignity, and freedom to my life.” The 
independence she has achieved even 

inspired her to write a travel book, “Sites Unseen: 
Traveling the World Without Sight,” which 
provides tips and tools for taking trips without 
sighted assistance.

Wendy embodies the spirit of gratitude and 
giving back. In addition to generously donating 
to Guiding Eyes for more than 20 years, Wendy 
has served on our board of directors since 
2009 and recently affirmed her commitment to 
future Guiding Eyes graduates by including our 
organization in her estate plans and joining the 
Pathfinder Society. “It’s so important to think 
beyond ourselves. I support this mission any way 
I can because I want others with vision loss to 
lead a fulfilling life and experience the amazing 
opportunities that these Guiding Eyes dogs have 
afforded me.”
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Dr. Wendy S. David with Okra



What To Expect From a Will

Often, there are life events that 
require changes to a will or other 
parts of an estate plan. Have you 

experienced any of the following: a marital 
status change, retirement from full-time 
employment, a significant wealth increase 
or decrease, children or grandchildren born, 
or a move to a different state? If so, it is a 
good time to reevaluate your established 
plans and adjust as necessary.

A will is probably the most familiar 
method used for distribution of one’s 
property, but it’s important to realize what it 
can do and what it should not be expected 
to do. 

What your will can do:

• Transfer property not distributed in other 
ways (see below for examples).

• Create trusts to manage property for heirs.
• Recommend guardians for minor children.
• Serve as a public record of your wishes  

if desired.
• Make charitable gifts of what remains 

after providing for loved ones.
• Include provisions designed to minimize 

the impact of estate taxes.

What your will can’t do:

• Distribute property, such as a home, 
investment and bank accounts, 
automobiles, and other assets, owned 
jointly with another.

• Determine who receives life insurance 
proceeds or retirement plan benefits. 
Unless your estate is named as a 
beneficiary, those proceeds pass outside 
of the will.

• Manage property during your lifetime. A will 
only takes effect at the end of one’s life.

• Transfer assets outside the probate process.
Wills are often most effective when used 

in combination with other legal arrangements 
to provide for yourself, your loved ones, and 
your charitable interests. With the help of your 
attorney and other professional advisors, you 

can decide on the tools that best meet your 
needs. Please let us know if we can assist 
you and your advisors with the charitable 
provisions of your plans.

Rounding out  
your plans

Joint ownership, life insurance, and 
legal instruments such as trusts, 
specifically the living trust, are 
often used in combination with 
a will. These planning tools can 
also include charitable gifts, either 
directly or only when funds are not 
needed by you or your heirs.

In addition to plans that provide 
for the management and long-
term disposition of your assets, you 
may also wish to create a living will 
to make your future health care 
preferences known or provide a 
trusted individual with the power 
to conduct business on your behalf 
when necessary. 

Puppy raiser Lynn 
gets Clay ready to 
practice the DOWN 
command.



Provide for Yourself and Guiding Eyes  
for the Blind 

If you want to retain or increase your 
income and also make a gift to support 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind, consider a 

charitable gift annuity.
Many people have seen their income 

decline in recent years due to low interest 
rates. For others with stable income, 
increased costs may have resulted in less 
purchasing power.

Charitable gift annuities provide fixed, 
dependable payments that will continue 
for as long as you and/or your spouse or 
another person live. Because a portion of 
the assets used to create your gift annuity 
will eventually be used for charitable 
purposes, you are eligible for income  
tax savings as well as income that may  
be taxed at more favorable rates than  
other income. 

Payment rates for gift annuities are 
based on the age of the person(s) receiving 
the payments, the number of people 
receiving payments, and other actuarial 
factors. Once the payout amount is set, it 
will never change. See the chart below.

With a charitable gift annuity, you may 
not only enhance your future economic 

security, but you may also be able to  
make a larger charitable gift than you 
thought possible. 

You can create a charitable gift annuity 
by transferring assets such as cash or 
stocks to Guiding Eyes for the Blind and 
completing a simple agreement. 

Establishing a charitable gift annuity 
is quick and easy, but the benefits to you, 
your loved ones, and Guiding Eyes for the 
Blind will last a lifetime.

Return the enclosed card for more 
information about a gift annuity, in 
complete confidence and with no 
obligation. Or contact Heather McGorman 
at (914) 243-2250 or Gail Resnikoff at (914) 
243-2237 to learn more and to receive a 
customized gift annuity proposal.

The purpose of this publication is solely educational, namely to provide general gift, estate, financial plan-
ning and related information. It is not intended as legal, accounting or other professional advice, and you 
should not rely on it as such. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax and other implications, 
the services of appropriate and qualified advisors should be obtained. Consult an attorney for advice if 
your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Consult a tax and/or accounting specialist 
for advice regarding tax and accounting related matters. © Copyright 2021 by Sharpe Group. All Rights 
Reserved. NNNPDF-21

Guide dog Taz targets a crosswalk button. "Targeting" 
is when a guide dog "finds" an object for a handler, 
such as a push button or door handle, by touching it 
with his/her nose.

Gift Annuity  
Rate Comparison

Selected Rates  
for One Person

Selected Rates for 
Two People of the 

Same Age

Age Rate Ages Rate

90+ 8.6% 90/90 8.2%

85 7.6% 85/85 6.5%

80 6.5% 80/80 5.4%

75 5.4% 75/75 4.6%

70 4.7% 70/70 4.2%

For illustrative purposes only. Please write  
for current benefits and rates for other ages.



Inspired by Change

Seasoned guide dog 
user Larry Showalter 
is a retired marketing 

and TV advertising 
professional and father of 
two grown children who 
resides in Seattle with 
his wife, Wendy (also a 
Guiding Eyes graduate). 

Though generally 
pleased with the six 
German Shepherds he 
had from a previous guide 
dog school, Larry spent 
several years observing 
the exceptional work ethic 
and behavior of his wife’s 
guide dogs from Guiding 
Eyes. When he was ready 
for a change, Larry applied 
and was matched with his 
first Guiding Eyes dog, a female Shepherd 
named Hazel. 

Larry’s first exposure to Guiding Eyes 
training occurred this past October. With 
the traditional three-week residential 
program at the Guiding Eyes campus 
paused because of the pandemic, Larry 
instead experienced a unique training 
regimen in his home area. Social distancing 
coupled with businesses operating at a 
limited capacity prevented exposure to 
public transportation and indoor dining, 
among other things. However, Larry and 
Hazel focused on common errands such as 
going to the market, bank, and pharmacy 
while mastering sidewalks, streets, and 
intersections along Larry’s most frequented 

routes. “Hazel and I clicked 
right from the beginning. 
She is smart, well-mannered, 
loves to work, and she’s 
extremely good at patterning. 
If we’ve been somewhere 
before, she’ll forever 
remember that place.”

Their passion for cross-
country skiing brought 
Larry and Wendy together 
25 years ago and has since 
inspired six trips to Norway’s 
Ridderrenn, the largest 
gathering of blind cross-
country skiers in the world. 
Larry enjoys traveling to 
other countries and going 
on cruises, especially with a 
guide dog by his side. “The 
biggest impact guide dogs 

have had on my life is the independence and 
mobility they provide. Navigating by cane is 
tough. With a guide dog, Wendy and I shop, 
walk to restaurants, and do pretty much 
anything anyone else does.”

Gail Resnikoff • Director of Planned Giving • (914) 243-2237
Heather McGorman • Planned Giving/Special Gifts Officer • (914) 243-2250
611 Granite Springs Road • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598-3499
PlannedGiving@GuidingEyes.org • www.GuidingEyes.org

Guiding Eyes for the Blind has provided expertly-trained guide dogs to people with vision loss at no charge 
for over 60 years. Please partner with us through a gift in your estate plan, and together, we can support 
dynamic guide dog teams for years to come. We can’t do it without you! Thank you!

Larry Showalter with Hazel

Did You Know?
The "close" command is used for 
positioning a guide dog between the 
handler's feet.
The definition of legal blindness is not 
being able to see at 20 feet away what 
a fully sighted person sees 200 feet 
away or seeing less than 20% of a fully 
sighted person's field of vision.


